
Study Session & Business Meeting (Tuesday, September 8, 2015)
Generated by Shelley R Shelton on Wednesday, September 9, 2015

Members present
Julie Rash, McKay Jensen, Jim Pettersson, Marsha Judkins (via Polycom conference call), Michelle
Kaufusi, Shannon Poulsen, Taz Murray

Staff members present
Keith Rittel, Superintendent; Stefanie Bryant, Business Administrator; Jason Cox, Executive
Director of HR; Anne-Marie Harrison, Executive Director of Teaching & Learning; Shelley Shelton,
Executive Assistant; Caleb Price, Communications & PR Coordinator; Morgan Anderson, Special
Programs Director; Josh Espinoza and Steve Redford, Tech Support

Guests
Charity Williams, After-School Program Coordinator; Mary Warner, Provo Council PTA; Kathy
Giles, PEA; Christy Giblon, PEA President; Jean Jones and Debbie Larson, Education Support
Professionals; Karen Brown, Provo High Principal; Jarod Sites, Dixon Middle School Principal;
Charles Wardle & Pat Drussel, Dixon Middle School

Meeting called to order at 4:32 PM

1. 4:30 - 5:00 p.m. Executive Session for the purpose of discussing property. Utah

Code 52.4.205

3. 5:00 - 7:00 p.m. Study Session

A. Welcome: President Julie Rash 5:25 p.m.

B. Roll Call

C. Student Travel Requests Requiring Board Approval: President Julie Rash

Dixon Middle School Technology Student Association to Nashville, TN:
Teacher Charles Wardle indicated the trip application is for the national competition, so it's
unclear how many students would be traveling until after the state competition in March, but
generally about 8 students attend. One day is set aside for travel; the rest is conference
business.

Dixon Middle School Washington DC U.S. History Tour:
Teacher Pat Drussell indicated last year they took 43 students; 150 have applied and the
principal determines who will attend. All students must earn $650, rest is paid by grants. Mrs.
Drussel shared some of the memorable experiences students had last year.
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PHS Indoor Percussion to St. George, UT and Las Vegas, NV
Band Director Eric Nix was not present to answer questions.  Provo High Principal Karen
Brown indicated the trip is the same as last year. The 30 students will be staying in St.
George and only competing in Vegas.  The percussionists will also be traveling with the
marching band to Pocatello, Idaho and Anaheim, CA. for a total of three missed school days.

PHS Marching Band to Pocatello, ID
Band Director Eric Nix was not present to answer questions.  There were no board concerns.

PHS Marching Band to Anaheim, CA
Band Director Eric Nix was not present to answer questions regarding the itinerary. Principal
Karen Brown stated the group is not going to Disneyland but the plan is to go to the beach on
Friday night after the competition. Supt. Rittel suggested checking with Risk Management for
approval for the beach component. Board approval is contingent upon Risk Management
approval.

Supt. Rittel stressed that in the future any travel request that does not include a
complete itinerary will not be presented to the board for approval.

PHS Basketball to Maui, HI
Coach Don Johnson indicated the last trip was 3-4 years ago. The cost is approximately
$1000-1200 per student. Players are participating in fund raisers. 12-18 students will
participate. Financial assistance will be provided to those who make an honest effort in fund
raising. Conditional approval pending approval from Risk regarding visiting the beach.

PHS Dance Co. to San Antonio, TX
Advisor Anna Tarabilda was not present to answer questions.
Cost of the trip is approximately $600 per student. Travel will be over spring break. There
were no board concerns.

THS Cross Country to Walnut, CA
Coach Jaimie Ribera was not present to answer questions.
The trip was arranged through Phil Olsen at PHS. The board needs clarification on housing.
The Board will approve conditionally upon the coach visiting with Supt. Rittel to answer
questions and provide clarification.

THS Boys Basketball to Capital City, OR
THS Basketball to Las Vegas, NV
The Board is concerned about the amount of travel in December back to back, with three days
of school missed. Coach Kevin Santiago attended the business meeting and explained the
tournaments are by invitation; he's asked to say respond at the time of the invitation. The
four-day tournament begins Wed. night if they can get the late game, and leave after school.
All expenses are paid. He sent out a parent survey about the two back-to-back trips. He
received unanimous parent support for both trips. It was determined the board would approve
the trips contingent upon students completing all schoolwork prior to each trip.

THS Cheerleaders to Anaheim, CA
Missing 3-4 days of school. Advisor Valerie Gardner attended the business meeting to offer
clarification: three days of school missed. The other overnight trip listed on the request form
was during the last school year. Itinerary: competition Fri-Sat. final round on Sunday, stay on
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Monday to "rest". Member Poulsen encouraged a return trip on Monday rather than Tuesday.
The board will approve conditionally upon students only missing two days of school.

THS Ballroom Dance to Idaho Falls, ID
Advisor Brian Burtenshaw was not present to answer questions.
The same trip took place last year. 1-2 days of school missed. Existing funds will be used.
There were no board concerns.

THS A Cappella, Sorelle Voce and Philharmonic Orchestra to Anaheim, CA
Neither advisor was present to answer questions.  The request lacked a solid itinerary.  Supt.
Rittel texted principal McKee to have the missing advisors at the business meeting to answer
questions.  Each request must include an acceptable itinerary cleared by the superintendent.
If the board is willing, unless a representative is present at the study session, the request will
not be approved. The board will hold on approval until the advisors meet with Supt. Rittel
with an itinerary.

D. Construction Update: Mark Wheeler, Facilities Director

THS second-story fire sprinkler leak restoration has cost $35,000 so far. Affected faculty
members are cataloging their losses.  All classes but four were ready for use the
morning following the leak.
Rock Canyon construction is once again moving forward. It took 7 weeks to coordinate
on the water utility line with Provo City. The City is paying their portion. As of today
47,000 in credits. Lunch delivery is coordinated with Saturday deliveries. Westland team
is very good with both RC and SV patrons. At this point the opening will not be delayed.
Mark will update as it progresses.
Sunset View construction is further ahead of RC. Masonry walls around gym and
cafeteria are going up. Soil problems related to ground water in two small areas were
discovered within the first two weeks of the project.  The wet soil was removed and
recompacted.
PHS - moving forward with design. Meeting with steering committee tomorrow at 3 pm
in the east lounge. 30% of the design phase is completed. Received schematic plans.
Looking for ways to improve the floor plan.
Status of re-establishing the partnership with Provo City related to the management of
grounds. Mark is meeting with city reps on the third draft of a Memorandum of
Understanding (MOU) with the City. He's anticipating being able to finalize it within the
next few days. He's also working with school administrations.

E. Policy Review: Supt. Keith Rittel

Policy 3418 Medical Recommendations by School Personnel to Parents
It was recommended an example be inserted in lines 24-29 of the procedure for clarification:

If a school employee believes a student is at risk of (a) attempting suicide, (b) physical
self-harm, or (c) harming others, then the employee may question the student about
the suicidal thoughts, self-harming behavior, or thoughts of harming others in order to
refer the student to appropriate prevention services and to inform the student’s parent
or guardian.  However, the questioning shall be limited to that which is necessary for
referral to prevention services or to make the parent or guardian aware of the perceived
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risk.
Supt. Rittel will add a statement/example for clarifying purposes.

Policy 4180 New Courses Within the Overall Academic Program
Asst. Supt. Gary Wilson stated the policy is based on policy from California. The
accompanying form will be reviewed by the Instructional Council. Board recognizes it is a
formal process; they indicated they would like to be included in that process.

F. Fight the New Drug Resolution: Supt. Keith Rittel

At the request of Provo City Council, the Board of Education has been asked to consider
passage of a resolution to endorse an anti-pornography effort.

The Board and City Council have discussed this issue along with reviewing the proposed
resolution.

Board members had reviewed the resolution and will vote to endorse it during the business
meeting.

G. Provo Clean Air Strategy Stakeholder Group: Supt. Keith Rittel

A request for participation by a member of the school district (possibly a board member) has
been received via email.

"I'm contacting you in behalf of Provo City Councilman Hal Miller and Envision Utah. We are
creating a Clean Air Toolkit for Provo and are wondering which member of the Provo School
Board would be most interested in attending a few stakeholder meetings on the issue. We will
be discussing strategies the city can use to clean the air.

We value the contribution of Provo's community members in creating a plan to address air
quality in the valley and are especially interested in incorporating the views of the School
Board into this important project. Please respond with the name and contact information of
who you'd recommend we invite to be a part of the Provo Clean Air Stakeholder Group."

It was determined Member McKay Jensen will attend the meetings.

H. Sept. 25 Retreat Potential Agenda Items: President Julie Rash

Adjusting the gifted program
Prospect of non-voted leeway
I.H.S. graduation rate
Audit review/CAFR
Supt/BA evaluations
Master board training

President Rash will send the list to board members; Board members will submit additional
ideas to Julie.
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I. Consent Calendar Review & Questions: President Julie Rash

J. Upcoming Google Calendar Items: President Julie Rash

Board Picture - Oct. 13 board meeting. 4:30 p.m.

Leadership Academy - Marsha - Friday morning. Shannon - Thu. night/Fri. morning.

K. Motion to Adjourn

I move we adjourn the study session.

Motion by Shannon Poulsen, second by Jim Pettersson.
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Aye: Julie Rash, McKay Jensen, Jim Pettersson, Marsha Judkins, Michelle Kaufusi, Shannon
Poulsen, Taz Murray

The study session was adjourned 6:40 p.m.

4. 7:00 p.m. Business Meeting

A. Welcome: President Julie Rash

B. Roll Call

C. Opening Remarks: President Julie Rash

D. Pledge of Allegiance: Independence High School JROTC

5. Community Connections

A. Employee Recognition: Provo Way Award Recipients: School Resource Officers
Presented by Alex Judd, Executive Director of Elementary Education

Provo City Chief of Police John King presented each School Resource Officer with a gift card
from the district.

Sgt. Shane Sorensen (Centennial, East Bay Post High, Provo Peaks/CAS, Rock Canyon,
Wasatch)
Officer Austin Rowberry (Independence, Adult Education, Amelia Earhart, Lakeview,
Westridge)
Officer Rob Smith (Timpview, Canyon Crest, Edgemont)
Officer Dan Smith (Dixon, Sunset View, Timpanogos)
Officer Roy Edwards (Provo High, Provost, Spring Creek)
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B. Employee Recognition: State School Bus Safety Skills Competition Awards:
Presented by Troy Lindloff, Transportation Lead Coordinator

Maurie Berger and Diane Bouge were recognized for recently placing in the Utah State School
Bus Safety Skills Competition.

C. School Report: ProvoReads: Christine Durst, District Media Coordinator

ProvoREADS! has evolved into a Provo City School District initiative in association with Provo
City PTA to promote literacy, to broaden and deepen an appreciation of reading.

During the 2014-2015 school year we focused on literature that would partner with Rachel’s
Challenge. With great success the district read Wonder, by R.J. Palacio. This book surpassed
any record for readership in Provo City School District.

This year we are focusing on a genre instead of one particular book or author. This year we
have chosen graphic novels to read as a district. Graphic novels you say? Study after study
has proven that reluctant readers who choose to read graphic novels find themselves able to
easily follow the story line through well-crafted illustrations and choice of words. This segue
leads readers to more aggressive literature as they venture to learn more about the subjects
they read as a graphic novel.

More than ever graphic novels have evolved from the stereotype of “comics” to informative
nonfiction, literature, and well loved classics. What a great tool graphic novels can be in
teaching Shakespeare’s work! The story line is understandable and able to lead a reader into
the works with some background knowledge.

Throughout the 2015-16 school year there will be various activities connected to the project
including book talks, graphic novel workshops, and school contests. Our goal is to bring
people together reading common books, thereby increasing their desire to read and
discovering the pure joy that comes from reading!

On Mar. 31 names from each school will be selected to attend an after-school graphic novel
workshop with author Nathan Hale.

D. Public Input

Keith Smith, 2515 W 370 N, Provo, addressed the board regarding the use of racial slurs in
schools, including within books read in English classes. His high school-age daughter is
concerned about the Mark Twain/Huck Finn book reading assignment since it uses racial slurs.
Mr. Smith feels teachers don't have enough education/background on the offending word. He
would like use of such books suspended.

6. Business Items

A. Approve Student Travel Requests
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I move we approve the student travel requests, including all modifications and/or stipulations,
as discussed during the board's study session as well as receiving any additional clarification
needed.

Motion by Michelle Kaufusi, second by McKay Jensen.
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Aye: Julie Rash, McKay Jensen, Jim Pettersson, Michelle Kaufusi, Shannon Poulsen, Taz
Murray
Not Present at Vote: Marsha Judkins

B. Approve Policies
"I move that we approve the two new policies on the agenda that were reviewed during the
board's study session with any agreed upon language changes that occurred during the study
session, including policy 3418 Medical Recommendations by School Personnel to Parents, and
policy 4180 New Course Approval Process Within the Overall Academic Program.

Motion by Jim Pettersson, second by Michelle Kaufusi.
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Aye: Julie Rash, McKay Jensen, Jim Pettersson, Michelle Kaufusi, Shannon Poulsen, Taz
Murray
Not Present at Vote: Marsha Judkins

C. Endorse "Fight the New Drug" Resolution

I move the Provo City Board of Education endorse Provo City's "Fight the New Drug"
Resolution in support of the City's anti-pornography effort.

Motion by Michelle Kaufusi, second by Shannon Poulsen.
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Aye: Julie Rash, McKay Jensen, Jim Pettersson, Michelle Kaufusi, Shannon Poulsen, Taz
Murray
Not Present at Vote: Marsha Judkins

D. Approve Provo City RDA/CDA Request(s)

I move we approve the proposed Duncan Aviation tax increment with the recommended
adjusted term of 12 years.

Motion by Shannon Poulsen, second by Jim Pettersson.
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Aye: Julie Rash, McKay Jensen, Jim Pettersson, Michelle Kaufusi, Shannon Poulsen, Taz
Murray
Not Present at Vote: Marsha Judkins

7. Consent Calendar
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A. Board Minutes as Part of the Consent Calendar

Resolution: I move we approve the board minutes as part of the consent calendar.

I move we approve the consent calendar.

Motion by Jim Pettersson, second by Shannon Poulsen.
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Aye: Julie Rash, McKay Jensen, Jim Pettersson, Michelle Kaufusi, Shannon Poulsen, Taz
Murray
Not Present at Vote: Marsha Judkins

B. August 11 Study Session & Business Meeting

C. August 25 Study Session

D. Personnel Report as Part of the Consent Calendar

Resolution: I move we approve the personnel report as part of the consent calendar.

I move we approve the consent calendar.

Motion by Jim Pettersson, second by Shannon Poulsen.
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Aye: Julie Rash, McKay Jensen, Jim Pettersson, Michelle Kaufusi, Shannon Poulsen, Taz
Murray
Not Present at Vote: Marsha Judkins

E. Home School/School Choice/eSchool Report as Part of the Consent Calendar

Resolution: I move we approve the home school and school choice reports as part of the
consent calendar.

I move we approve the consent calendar.

Motion by Jim Pettersson, second by Shannon Poulsen.
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Aye: Julie Rash, McKay Jensen, Jim Pettersson, Michelle Kaufusi, Shannon Poulsen, Taz
Murray
Not Present at Vote: Marsha Judkins

F. Financial Reports as Part of the Consent Calendar

Resolution: I move we approve the financial reports as part of the consent calendar.

I move we approve the consent calendar.
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Motion by Jim Pettersson, second by Shannon Poulsen.
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Aye: Julie Rash, McKay Jensen, Jim Pettersson, Michelle Kaufusi, Shannon Poulsen, Taz
Murray
Not Present at Vote: Marsha Judkins

G. Approve the Consent Calendar

Resolution: I move we approve the consent calendar.

I move we approve the consent calendar.

Motion by Jim Pettersson, second by Shannon Poulsen.
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Aye: Julie Rash, McKay Jensen, Jim Pettersson, Michelle Kaufusi, Shannon Poulsen, Taz
Murray
Not Present at Vote: Marsha Judkins

8. Board Member Reports

A. President Julie Rash

"The state of the district is good."  We had the typical difficulties associated with the
beginning of the school year.  The Board has been involved in thorough, in-depth
conversations regarding the Provo High construction. She expressed a high level of confidence
in those running the district. The students are being served well. Good things are happening,
but they're not happening on their own. She thanked the board and administration for the
work that goes on every day. She acknowledged the work of Facilities Director Mark Wheeler
with the school construction projects.

9. Superintendent's Report

A. Approved Student Travel

Twenty-one student travel requests for CTE trips were approved.

B. Miscellaneous Items of Interest

Supt. Rittel informed the board he is now on Twitter.

10. Adjourn

A. Motion to Adjourn

I move we adjourn the business meeting.
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Motion by Michelle Kaufusi, second by Jim Pettersson.
Final Resolution: Motion Carries
Aye: Julie Rash, McKay Jensen, Jim Pettersson, Marsha Judkins, Michelle Kaufusi, Shannon
Poulsen, Taz Murray

The business meeting was adjourned at 8:04 p.m.
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